
Reception Curriculum Overview 2025-26 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main Topic Me and My World Travel and 
Transport 

In the Past Our World In Our Garden Under the Sea 

Seasonal Topic Autumn Celebrations Winter Spring Summer Moving On 

Communication 
and Language 

Settling & Listening Building Attention & 
Vocabulary 

Extending 
Conversations 

Developing Language 
for Thinking 

Expressive 
Communication 

Reception Ready 
Communication 

Listens to familiar adults 
in small groups. 
 
Joins in with repeated 
refrains in 
rhymes/stories. 
 
Begins to follow simple 
2-part instructions. 
 
Uses short sentences to 
express needs and 
interests. 

Maintains attention for 
longer during stories and 
discussions. 
 
Follows more complex 
instructions (3 parts with 
support). 
 
Begins to use new 
topic/story vocabulary in 
play. 
 
Retells familiar stories 
with support. 

Listens and responds to 
others in small group 
conversations. 
 
Answers “how” and 
“why” questions in 
context. 
 
Uses longer sentences 
(4–6 words). 
 
Retells events and stories 
with 
beginning/middle/end 
support. 

Maintains focus and 
listens to peers during 
group activities. 
 
Uses talk to organise 
play (negotiating roles, 
explaining ideas). 
 
Begins to use language 
for reasoning (because, 
if, so). 
 
Retells stories/events 
with more detail and 
vocabulary. 

Listens and responds 
appropriately in class 
discussions. 
 
Follows multi-step 
instructions more 
independently. 
 
Uses a wide vocabulary 
across all areas of 
learning. 
 
Creates own stories in 
play with increasing 
detail. 

Sustains listening and 
attention across longer 
activities (whole-class 
inputs). 
 
Understands and 
responds to a range of 
questions independently. 
 
Uses language 
confidently to explain, 
reason, and describe. 
 
Retells stories coherently 
and creates new 
narratives with clear 
structure. 

Provision: cosy book 
corner, small-group story 
times, nursery rhyme 
baskets, listening games 
(e.g. sound lotto). 
 
Adult support: model 
attentive listening, use 
clear short instructions, 
encourage “my turn/your 
turn” talk in pairs, 
expand on children’s 
short sentences (“Yes, 
that’s a big red ball”). 

Provision: story sacks, 
small-world play linked to 
books, puppets, role-play 
areas with real-life 
resources. 
 
Adult support: pre-teach 
key story/topic vocab, 
ask recall questions 
(“What happened 
next?”), model using 
connectives (“and then”, 
“because”). 

Provision: role play 
linked to children’s 
experiences change 2 
weekly (hospital, post 
office, shop, 
hairdressers), story 
sequencing cards, 
puppets for story 
retelling. 
 
Adult support: model and 
scaffold conversations, 
extend children’s 
answers with open 

Provision: collaborative 
construction (large 
blocks, junk modelling), 
problem-solving games, 
story role play. 
 
Adult support: support 
negotiation in play (“Who 
will be the 
shopkeeper?”), introduce 
“why/because” 
questioning, model 
storytelling with clear 
sequence and detail. 

Provision: story-making 
stations (puppets, props, 
story dice), class 
discussions, 
show-and-tell, drama 
activities. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
children to retell and 
invent stories, model 
ambitious vocabulary, 
support turn-taking in 
larger group discussions. 

Provision: performance 
opportunities (story 
assemblies, puppet 
shows), talk tables for 
sharing experiences, 
transition role play (“new 
classroom”, “big school”). 
 
Adult support: encourage 
confident speaking to an 
audience, use “tell me 
more” prompts to extend 
answers, support 
reflection on past 

 



questions (“Why do you 
think that happened?”), 
introduce time 
connectives (first, then, 
after). 

learning, prepare for 
whole-class discussions 
in Year 1. 

Main Topic 
KUW 

Me and My World Travel and Transport In the Past Our World In Our Garden Under the Sea 

Talk about what makes 
them special 
 
Recognise similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and their 
friends 
 
Talk about the lives of 
the people around them 
and their roles in society 
 
Know the name  of their 
school  
 
Know that we live in 
Ealing, London in the UK 
 
To name and locate   
the School locality  
and local  area of  
Ealing. 
 
Know about  
features of the  
immediate environment 
(school site) 
 
Draw information from a 
simple map. (school 
site/playground) 
 
To locate places using  
directional language to  
navigate. 

Know about  
features of the  
immediate environment 
(streets around the 
school) 
 
Talk about the lives of 
the people around them 
and their roles in society 
 
Show interest in different 
occupations.  
 
Explore and talk about 
different forces they can 
feel - pushes and pulls. 
 
Use their senses to 
describe the natural 
world around them 

Comment on   
images of familiar  
situations in the past 
 
Know some similarities 
and  differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what 
has been read in class 
 
Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 
storytelling 
 
Begin to order events in 
a simple timeline - eg: 
baby to adult, events in 
a familiar story,  
 
 

Explain some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction 
texts and – when 
appropriate – maps. 
 
Know about  
different habitats around 
the world 
 
Begin to understand the 
need to respect and care 
for the natural 
environment and all 
living things. 
 
Begin to recognise and 
name a variety of 
common invertebrates 
found in the garden 
 
Use their senses to 
describe the natural 
world around them 

Observe the growth of 
seeds and talk about 
changes  
 
Grow vegetables and 
flowers from seed 
 
Know how to care for 
growing plants  
 
Learn about lifecycles of 
plants and animals - 
butterflies/chicks, 
beans/sunflowers. 
 
Harvest, cook and eat 
grown fruit and 
vegetables 
 
Know about  
different habitats in our 
school grounds - bug 
hunt. 
 
Recognise and name a 
variety of common 
invertebrates found in 
the garden 
 
Use their senses to 
describe the natural 
world around them 

Use a simple key and 
add features to a map 
(pirate maps) 
 
Understand the need to 
respect and care for the 
natural environment and 
all living things. 
 
Know and understand 
the importance of 
recycling and disposing 
of litter responsibly. 
 
To know how plastics can 
damage ocean wildlife. 
 
Use their senses to 
describe the natural 
world around them 
 
To explore floating and 
sinking and make 
predictions. 

Seasonal Topic Autumn Celebrations Winter Spring Summer Moving On 

 



KUW Know about and 
recognise the signs of  
Autumn 
 
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties. 
 

Recognise that people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in 
different ways 
 
Understand that some 
places are special to 
members of the 
community 
 
Talks about past and 
present events in their 
own life and in the lives 
of family members  
 
 

Know about and 
recognise the signs of  
Winter 
 
Know how to keep warm 
in winter. 
 
Know about some 
animals that are adapted 
to survive in cold 
climates. 
 
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties. 
 

Know about and 
recognise the signs of  
Spring - new life/growth, 
weather, rain etc. 
 
Know about the 
importance of water for 
all living things 
 
Observe seeds 
germinating and 
beginning to grow. 
 
Learn about Spring 
festivals - Holi, Easter,  
 

Know about and 
recognise the signs of  
Summer. 
 
Know how to keep safe 
in the sun - clothing, 
shade, sunscreen, water 
etc. 
 
To explore shadows. 

View themselves as a 
valuable individual 
recognising their 
strengths  

Literacy 
 
Core Texts 
 
Focused Story 
Time 

In Every House, on Every 
Street 
By Jess Hitchman 
Owl Babies 
 
Alphonse, There's Mud 
on the Ceiling! 
 
Last Stop on Market 
Street 
 
The Gruffalo 
 
Pumpkin Soup 

Jabari Tries by Gaia 
Cornwall 
The Hundred Decker Bus 
 
Oi! Get off our train 
 
My Big Book of Transport 
by Moira Butterfield 
 
Christmas Present 
 
Dear Father Christmas 

Coming to England by 
Floella Benjamin 
Angel Mae 
 
George and the dragon 
 
Dragon Stew 
 
The Toymaker 
 

The Goggle-Eyed Goats 
by Stephen Davies & 
Christopher Corr 
The Selfish Crocodile 
 
Giraffes Can't Dance 
 
Walking Through the 
Jungle 
 
 

The Gigantic Turnip by 
Aleksei Tolstoy 
The Tiny Seed 
 
The Bog Baby 
 
Oliver’s Vegetables 
 
Growing frogs 
 
The Frog Prince 
 

The Snail and the Whale 
by Julia Donaldson 
The Storm Whale 
 
Surprising Sharks 
 
Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley 
 
Pirates love underpants 
 

Traditional Tale  3 Little Pigs Pinocchio  Cinderella Little Red and the Very 
Hungry Lion 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
 

Please, Mr Magic Fish 
by Jessica Souhami 

Rhymes/Poems  Poems- Hello Goodbye 
           Tippy tappy 
            
 
5 little dicky birds… 
5 little monkeys…. 
 

Poems- Winter 
            Why? 
 
Jingle Bells 
Santa Claus is coming to 
town 

Poems- Party time 
          Oh dear! 
 
Humpty Dumpty 
Hickory Dickory Dock 
Old McDonald 
10 Little Ducks… 

Poem- You can’t see me 
What a fandango! 
 
Walking through the 
jungle… 
Safari- My fun day! 
 

Poem- Boing Boing! 
Finger story 
 
The country mouse and 
the city mouse 
 

Poem- Bendy Man 
         Once 
 
Sea Animal Song 
Stretching and exercise 
song 

Comprehension Foundations of Story Structure & Building Vocabulary & Independent Confident Story Talk Reception Ready 

 



and Word Reading Reading Early Blending Decoding Storytelling & 
Sentence Reading 

& Fluent Reading Readers 

Enjoys listening to 
stories, joining in with 
repeated phrases. 
 
Begins to talk about 
pictures in books. 
 
Retells simple events 
with adult support. 
 
Recognises own name in 
print. 
 
Begins to notice letters 
and print in the 
environment. 
 
Introduced to Phase 2 
phonics sounds. 

Retells main events in 
stories with 
props/pictures. 
 
Answers simple 
questions (“Who?”, 
“Where?”). 
 
Begins to predict what 
might happen next. 
 
Recognises taught Phase 
2 sounds and some 
corresponding 
graphemes. 
 
Starts to blend CVC 
words orally. 
 
Begins to read simple 
words with support. 

Uses story language 
(“once upon a time”, “the 
end”). 
 
Retells simple stories 
with beginning, middle, 
and end. 
 
Talks about characters 
and settings. 
 
Secure in Phase 2 
phonemes, moving into 
Phase 3. 
 
Begins to read simple 
captions and sentences 
with support. 
 
Recognises some tricky 
words (“the”, “to”, “go”). 

Retells familiar stories in 
detail. 
 
Begins to innovate 
stories (change 
characters/setting). 
 
Talks about feelings of 
characters. 
 
Reads simple sentences 
using Phase 3 phonemes 
and tricky words. 
 
Recognises an increasing 
range of high-frequency 
words. 
 
Blends independently 
with growing fluency. 

Retells a range of stories 
with clear sequence and 
detail. 
 
Draws simple story maps 
independently. 
 
Begins to compare 
stories (characters, 
settings, themes). 
 
Secure in Phase 3, 
moving into Phase 4 
phonics. 
 
Reads longer sentences 
and simple books with 
increasing fluency. 
 
Recognises more tricky 
words automatically. 

Retells and creates 
stories with a clear 
beginning, middle, and 
end. 
 
Uses vocabulary from 
stories in play and 
discussions. 
 
Answers inference and 
prediction questions 
confidently. 
 
Reads books matched to 
phonics level with 
increasing fluency and 
expression. 
 
Secure in most Phase 3 
and 4 GPCs, starting 
Phase 5 for some. 
 
Reads a range of 
tricky/high-frequency 
words automatically. 

Provision: cosy book 
corner with familiar 
stories; story baskets 
with props; name cards 
for self-registration; 
environmental print 
around setting. 
 
Adult support: model 
enjoyment of books; 
read with expression; 
use repeated refrains 
(“Run, run as fast as you 
can…”); highlight print in 
books and the 
environment; play 

Provision: sequencing 
cards for familiar stories; 
puppet theatre for story 
retelling; labelled 
resources; magnetic 
letters for word building. 
 
Adult support: ask 
open-ended story 
questions; model 
predictions; support oral 
blending in daily routines 
(“c–u–p”); celebrate 
attempts at sounding 
out. 

Provision: small-world 
storytelling sets; story 
maps for 
drawing/mark-making; 
sound/word hunts in 
environment; simple 
decodable books. 
 
Adult support: model 
story retelling with story 
maps; encourage 
children to use new 
vocab; provide daily 
guided reading sessions; 
practise tricky words 
through games. 

Provision: story dice to 
invent new stories; role 
play linked to core texts; 
phonics games for 
reading captions; 
sentence-building 
resources. 
 
Adult support: scaffold 
story innovation; model 
inference (“I think he’s 
sad because…”); 
encourage independent 
blending in play (“Can 
you read the label?”). 

Provision: class story 
displays with children’s 
retellings; 
compare/contrast story 
trays (traditional tales); 
decodable book corner; 
word walls for tricky 
words. 
 
Adult support: discuss 
similarities between texts 
(“This story reminds me 
of…”); model fluent 
reading with phrasing; 
prompt children to 
re-read for accuracy. 

Provision: “author table” 
for children to make their 
own books; story 
performance area 
(puppets, costumes); 
varied decodable texts 
for independent and 
guided reading. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
confident story invention 
and retelling; provide 
opportunities for reading 
aloud to an audience; 
prepare for Year 1 
expectations with daily 

 



“listening for sounds” 
games. 

guided reading and 
continued phonics 
support. 

Writing and Mark 
Making 

Early Mark Making & 
Fine Motor 
Foundations 

Writing for Purpose Word Building & 
Simple Sentences 

Extended Writing 
Attempts 

Confident Sentence 
Writers 

Reception Ready 
Writing 

Makes marks that 
represent meaning 
(scribbles, letter-like 
shapes). 
 
Gives meaning to marks 
when talking about 
them. 
 
Begins to form some 
recognisable letters from 
their name. 
 
Developing pencil control 
and tripod grip. 

Writes own name with 
support (recognisable 
letters). 
 
Uses some taught 
phonemes to represent 
sounds in words. 
 
Attempts to label 
pictures with initial 
sounds. 
 
Shows growing control in 
letter formation (starting 
Phase 2 phonics). 

Writes labels, lists, and 
captions using phonics 
knowledge (CVC words). 
 
Begins to leave spaces 
between words with 
support. 
 
Uses tricky words (the, 
to, no, go) in writing. 
 
Shows increasing 
confidence in letter 
formation. 

Writes simple sentences 
independently using 
Phase 3 phonics. 
 
Begins to use full stops 
at end of sentences with 
reminders. 
 
Experiments with writing 
short stories, cards, or 
letters. 
 
Uses more tricky words 
in writing. 

Writes a sequence of 2–3 
sentences that make 
sense. 
 
Uses capital letters and 
full stops more 
consistently. 
 
Applies phonics to spell 
longer words 
(CVCC/CCVC). 
 
Adds detail and 
descriptive language in 
writing. 

Writes short stories, 
recounts, instructions, or 
descriptions 
independently. 
 
Writes sentences that 
are mostly demarcated 
with capital letters, 
spaces, and full stops. 
 
Spells many 
high-frequency words 
correctly; uses phonics 
to attempt others. 
 
Writes confidently across 
the curriculum (labels, 
reports, stories, 
captions). 

Provision: mark-making 
stations (chalks, 
whiteboards, clipboards, 
paints); fine motor 
activities (peg boards, 
threading, tweezers, 
playdough); name cards 
for tracing. 
 
Adult support: model 
writing for a purpose 
(labels, lists); encourage 
children to “tell the story 
of their marks”; support 
correct grip; celebrate all 
attempts at writing. 

Provision: role-play 
writing opportunities 
(shopping lists, 
messages, signs); word 
mats with Phase 2 
sounds; large-scale 
writing (giant 
whiteboards, floor chalk). 
 
Adult support: encourage 
writing labels for 
models/art; model 
sounding out words 
aloud; praise phoneme 
attempts even if not 
correct spelling. 

Provision: mini-books for 
children to make; 
caption-writing 
challenges linked to core 
stories; sound/word 
cards in provision areas. 
 
Adult support: model 
writing captions and 
sentences; guide children 
to listen for all sounds in 
words; remind about 
finger spaces using 
visual cues (spacemen 
sticks). 

Provision: post office role 
play (writing letters); 
story scribing stations 
with sentence starters; 
sentence sequencing 
cards; phonics word 
banks. 
 
Adult support: model 
composing sentences 
aloud before writing; 
encourage re-reading 
own writing; support 
with punctuation through 
modelling. 

Provision: story-making 
tables with props; 
“author of the week” 
table; themed writing 
prompts (treasure maps, 
instructions); display wall 
for children’s books. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
expanding sentences 
with adjectives; support 
editing (adding a word, 
correcting a letter); 
model joined-up ideas 
across sentences. 

Provision: independent 
writing areas with varied 
resources (staplers, 
booklets, envelopes, 
clipboards); “publishing” 
table to share final 
books; transition role 
play (school diaries, class 
rules). 
 
Adult support: provide 
daily guided writing; 
encourage pride in 
writing (“read it to your 
friend”); prepare children 
for Year 1 expectations 
(longer pieces, more 

 



independence). 

Maths Unit 1: Numbers to 5: 
Counting to 5 

Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 
Recognise the pattern of 
the counting system. 

Unit 2: Comparing 
groups within 5 

Comparing quantities 
of identical/ 
non-identical objects. 

Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity. 

Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 

Unit 3: Shape: 3D 
shapes  

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Shape 
2D shapes 
 
Unit 4: Change within 5 
 One more/one less 
 

Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity. 

Unit 5: Number bonds 
within 5 

Introducing part- whole 
model  

Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

 Automatically recall 
(without reference to 
rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number 
bonds up to 5 and some 
number bonds to 10, 
including double facts. 

Unit 6: Space: Spatial 
awareness 

 
 

Unit 7: Numbers to 10 
Counting to 10 
 
Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 
Verbally count, 
(recognising the pattern 
of the counting system). 
 
Unit 8: Comparing 
numbers within 10 
Comparing groups up 
to 10. 
 
Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 
Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 
Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
(recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity). 
 
Unit 9: Addition to 10 
Combining two groups 
to find the whole. 
 
Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

Unit 11: Number bonds 
to 10 
Using a ten frame, the 
part-whole model to 10. 
 
Have a deep 
understanding,of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 

Automatically recall 
(without reference to 
rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number 
bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and 
some number bonds to 
10, including double 
facts. 

Unit 12: Subtraction  

Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

Unit 13: Exploring 
patterns 

Making simple 
patterns, exploring 
more complex 
patterns.  

 

Unit 14: Counting on 
and counting back 
Adding by counting on, 
taking away by 
counting back.  
 
Have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition of each 
number. 

Unit 15: Numbers to 20 

Counting to and from 
20. 

Verbally count beyond 
20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting 
system. 

Unit 16: Numerical 
patterns 

Doubling, halving and 
sharing, odds and 
evens.  

Explore and represent 
patterns within numbers 
up to 10, including evens 
and odds, double facts 
and how quantities can 
be distributed equally. 

 

 

 

 

Unit 17: Shape 
Composing and 
decomposing shapes. 
 
Unit 18: Measure 
Volume and capacity. 

Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity. 

Unit 19: Sorting 
(optional unit) 
Sorting into two 
groups. 
 
Unit 20: Time (optional 
unit) 
My day 

 



Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5. 

Automatically recall 
(without reference to 
rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number 
bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and 
some number bonds to 
10, including double 
facts. 

Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity. 

Unit 10: Measure 

Length, height, 
distance, weight. 

Compare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less than or the same as 
the other quantity. 

 

 

PHSE Who am I?  What do I need to be 
healthy?  

What is a rule and do we 
need them?  

What makes me special?  How can I keep myself 
safe?  

Who is important to me?  

PD  
 
Fine Motor 

Settling & Core 
Strengthening 

Grip & Control Strength & Precision Developing Fluency Increased Dexterity & 
Control 

Reception Ready Fine 
Motor Skills 

Develops hand–eye 
coordination through 
large movements. 
 

Begins to use a 
three-finger tripod grip 
with support. 
 
Can snip with scissors 

Holds pencil near point 
with control. 
 
Forms recognisable 
letters from name. 

Uses tripod grip 
consistently. 
 
Forms most letters of the 
alphabet with some 

Writes more fluently 
using controlled 
movements. 
 

Writes with control and 
stamina using correct 
grip. 
 
Forms most letters 

 



Explores a range of 
mark-making tools with 
varied grips. 
 
Builds shoulder and arm 
strength through 
gross-to-fine activities. 

safely. 
 
Shows increasing control 
when drawing simple 
shapes and lines. 

 
Uses scissors to cut 
along curved lines. 
 
Manipulates small tools 
with more precision 
(tweezers, pipettes). 

accuracy. 
 
Controls tools for joining 
(glue sticks, masking 
tape). 
 
Shows improved stamina 
in drawing/writing tasks. 

Uses scissors to cut out 
complex shapes. 
 
Manages fastenings 
independently (zips, 
buttons, laces with 
support). 
 
Manipulates smaller tools 
(pins, paper clips) with 
confidence. 

correctly and with 
consistent size. 
 
Uses a range of tools 
independently (scissors, 
rulers, hole punch). 
 
Shows readiness for Year 
1 handwriting 
expectations. 

Provision: playdough 
station (rolling, pinching, 
squeezing); large 
mark-making 
(paintbrushes, chalks, 
water painting); building 
with large blocks; 
sand/water scoops and 
jugs. 
 
Adult support: model 
correct pencil grip 
gently; praise effort not 
neatness; encourage 
both hands in messy 
play; provide short 
chunky pencils and 
brushes. 

Provision: scissor skill 
trays (cutting lines, 
snipping straws); 
threading beads/laces; 
peg boards; tweezers 
and pom-pom games; 
clipboards in role play. 
 
Adult support: 
demonstrate safe scissor 
use; model forming 
circles, lines, crosses; 
encourage correct hand 
dominance; short, 
frequent fine motor 
activities (“dough disco”, 
“funky fingers”). 

Provision: letter 
formation in sand/salt 
trays; pipette play with 
watercolours; hole 
punches and staplers; 
Lego, Duplo, small 
construction kits. 
 
Adult support: model 
correct letter formation 
linked to phonics; Twinkl 
handwriting lessons 
daily, encourage name 
writing daily; support 
accuracy with cutting 
tasks; give short 
targeted challenges in 
fine motor groups. 

Provision: junk modelling 
with joining tools; tracing 
and dot-to-dot 
challenges; small 
brushes for painting; fine 
motor art (collage with 
sequins, mosaic tiles). 
 
Adult support: encourage 
independence in tool 
use; praise stamina in 
writing/drawing; provide 
short, fun writing 
prompts (treasure maps, 
labels for models); 
correct letter formation 
through gentle 
reminders. Continue 
daily handwriting 
practise. 

Provision: sewing cards, 
weaving ribbons; real-life 
dressing up with 
zips/buttons; 
construction with nuts 
and bolts; word building 
with magnetic letters. 
 
Adult support: support 
independence with 
clothing fastenings; 
model more detailed 
drawing (faces, objects); 
Continue daily 
handwriting lessons, 
provide individual 
handwriting support if 
needed. 

Provision: independent 
writing areas with 
sharpened pencils; craft 
station with a variety of 
joining and cutting tools; 
model-making with fine 
materials (pipe cleaners, 
wire, small beads). 
 
Adult support: Continue 
daily handwriting lessons 
and interventions if 
needed, encourage 
neatness and pride in 
presentation; prepare for 
longer writing sessions 
by building stamina; 
support left-handed 
children with positioning; 
assess readiness for Year 
1 expectations. 

PD 
Gross Motor 
 

Settling & Core 
Strength 

Balance & Spatial 
Awareness 

Coordination & Object 
Control 

Agility & Strength Stamina & Team Skills Year 1 Ready Gross 
Motor Skills 

Explores space safely 
indoors/outdoors. 
 
Builds core stability 
(rolling, crawling, 
climbing). 
 

Moves confidently in 
different ways (run, 
jump, hop). 
 
Develops awareness of 
self in relation to others. 
 
Begins to control speed 

Improves throwing, 
catching, kicking, and 
rolling skills. 
 
Shows increasing 
coordination in 
movement sequences. 
 

Moves with agility across 
equipment and open 
space. 
 
Shows strength in 
climbing, swinging, 
pulling, pushing. 
 

Sustains physical activity 
for longer periods. 
 
Joins in group games 
with simple rules. 
 
Shows coordination in 
team activities (relay, 

Confidently moves in a 
range of ways with 
control and coordination. 
 
Demonstrates strength, 
balance, agility, and 
stamina. 
 

 



Develops balance 
through large 
movements. 

and direction when 
moving. 

Begins to negotiate 
climbing and balancing 
challenges 
independently. 

Begins to combine 
movements with control 
(run → jump → land). 

parachute, chase 
games). 

Applies skills in 
structured games and PE 
sessions, preparing for 
Year 1. 

Provision: obstacle 
courses; soft play 
equipment; climbing 
frames; bikes/trikes; 
parachute games. 
 
Adult support: model 
safe movement around 
space; encourage 
whole-body play (rolling, 
climbing, hanging); 
introduce simple 
movement routines 
(“stretch tall like a tree”) 

Provision: scooters and 
balance bikes; stepping 
stones and beams; 
dance/music movement 
area; large balls for 
throwing and catching. 
2 wheel pedal bikes 
when ready 
 
Adult support: model 
safe stopping/starting; 
play chasing/tag games 
with clear boundaries; 
scaffold turn-taking with 
bikes/balls; use 
positional language 
(“over”, “under”, 
“through”). 
Teach riding 2 wheel 
pedal bikes in small 
groups. 

Provision: ball games 
(hoops, nets, targets); 
beanbags for throwing; 
climbing frames with 
varied levels; dance 
scarves/ribbons for 
coordination. 
2 wheel pedal bikes 
when ready 
 
Adult support: teach 
techniques (two hands to 
catch, step into a throw); 
encourage partner 
games; praise effort not 
just success; model 
sequences of movement 
(“jump, hop, clap”). 
Teach riding 2 wheel 
pedal bikes in small 
groups. 
 

Provision: assault 
courses with tunnels, 
planks, hoops; skipping 
ropes; climbing 
walls/larger frames; 
tug-of-war style games. 
2 wheel pedal bikes 
when ready 
 
Adult support: challenge 
children to extend skills 
(“Can you jump 
further?”); model safe 
landings (bend knees); 
lead movement games 
with rules (Simon Says, 
Follow the Leader). 
Teach riding 2 wheel 
pedal bikes in small 
groups. 
 

Provision: relay races; 
parachute games; sports 
day practice; 
music/dance with group 
routines. 
2 wheel pedal bikes 
when ready 
 
Adult support: teach 
simple rules of games; 
support cooperation and 
fairness; encourage 
self-challenge (“How 
many times can you 
hop?”); lead 
warm-up/cool-down 
routines. Teach riding 2 
wheel pedal bikes in 
small groups. 
 

Provision: team sports 
style games 
(mini-football, obstacle 
relays); gymnastics-style 
equipment (mats, 
benches, balance 
beams); outdoor 
challenges (running 
tracks, throwing targets). 
2 wheel pedal bikes 
when ready 
 
Adult support: model and 
encourage perseverance 
in more complex tasks; 
support teamwork and 
turn-taking; introduce 
simple scoring in games; 
prepare children for Year 
1 PE expectations 
(warm-ups, structured 
games). Teach riding 2 
wheel pedal bikes in 
small groups. 

PE Introduction to PE: Unit 1  Introduction to PE: Unit 2  Fundamentals: Unit 1  Fundamentals : Unit 2  Games: Unit 1  Dance: Unit 1  

EAD 
 
Exploring & Using 
Media and 
Materials 

Introduction & 
Exploration 

Combining Media & 
Experimenting 

Purposeful Creating Developing 
Techniques 

Creativity & 
Expression 

Confident & 
Independent Creators 

Explores different 
materials freely (paint, 
collage, junk modelling). 
 
Explores sounds with 
instruments/body 
percussion. 
 
Begins to notice changes 
when mixing (paint 

Chooses particular 
colours, textures, and 
sounds for a purpose. 
 
Begins to combine 
materials (glue, tape, 
collage). 
 
Explores rhythm through 
movement and music. 

Selects materials/tools to 
achieve an effect. 
 
Begins to plan what to 
make before starting. 
 
Explores layering in art 
(paint over collage, mix 
media). 
 

Uses techniques to 
represent ideas (painting 
people, drawing 
recognisable features). 
 
Builds models with 
increasing stability. 
 
Explores tempo, pitch, 
and dynamics in music. 

Combines media in 
imaginative ways 
(painting, collage, 
construction, digital). 
 
Creates simple 
dances/movement 
sequences to music. 
 

Chooses media/tools 
confidently and with 
independence. 
 
Represents ideas and 
experiences through art, 
music, dance, and model 
making. 
 
Refines work (adds 

 



colours, sounds, 
textures). 
 
Joins in with songs and 
simple dances. 

 
Uses tools with growing 
control (scissors, 
paintbrush, glue 
spreader). 

Copies and creates 
simple rhythmic patterns. 

 
Sings a wider repertoire 
of songs with growing 
confidence. 

Begins to evaluate work 
(“I used blue because it 
looks like the sea”). 
 
Works collaboratively on 
creative projects. 

detail, adjusts to 
improve). 
 
Performs songs, dances, 
or plays in front of 
others. 

Provision: paint and 
collage stations with 
varied tools; water and 
sand for texture 
exploration; percussion 
instruments; role-play 
with dressing-up clothes. 
 
Adult support: model 
using materials and tools 
safely; introduce 
vocabulary (smooth, 
rough, loud, quiet); sing 
familiar songs daily; 
encourage 
experimentation without 
focus on “finished 
product.” 

Provision: junk modelling 
station with boxes, 
tubes, tape; collage with 
fabric, foil, paper; music 
area with shakers, 
drums, rhythm sticks; 
small-world scenes to 
design backdrops. 
 
Adult support: model 
how to join materials 
effectively; encourage 
keeping to a steady beat 
in music; provide 
opportunities to talk 
about their creations; 
support safe tool use. 

Provision: easels with 
mixed media (oil pastels, 
chalks, paints); 
print-making activities 
(sponges, stamps, 
rollers); simple 
percussion ensembles; 
construction kits (Lego, 
Mobilo). 
 
Adult support: guide 
children to think aloud 
before creating (“What 
will you need first?”); 
model repeating patterns 
in music and art; support 
layering (paint then 
collage). 

Provision: self-portraits 
with mirrors; 
clay/playdough for 
sculpture; instruments 
for high/low and 
loud/quiet contrasts; role 
play with props 
(microphones, 
costumes). 
 
Adult support: teach 
joining techniques (tabs, 
flaps, glue guns if safe); 
model observational 
drawing; encourage 
children to vary voice 
and tempo in singing; 
praise detail in art and 
construction. 

Provision: large 
collaborative 
mural/painting spaces; 
dance corner with 
scarves, ribbons, and 
music; construction 
challenges (“build a 
bridge for the cars”); 
digital drawing/painting 
apps. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
explaining choices; 
support group projects; 
model dance/movement 
linked to stories or 
music; extend ideas with 
“What else could we 
add?” 

Provision: independent 
art and making station 
with free choice of 
materials; 
stage/performing area 
for role play, singing, and 
dance; themed projects 
(making props, 
costumes, scenery). 
 
Adult support: encourage 
reflection (“What could 
you change to make it 
stronger/brighter?”); 
support independence in 
tidying/organising 
resources; prepare 
children for end-of-year 
performance by 
practising in small 
groups. 

EAD 
 
Being Imaginative 

Early Role Play & 
Expressive 
Exploration 

Developing 
Storytelling & Pretend 
Play 

Expanding 
Imaginative Ideas 

Performance & 
Expression 

Creative Collaboration Confident & 
Independent 
Expression 

Uses imagination in 
simple role play (home 
corner, small-world). 
 
Joins in with familiar 
songs, rhymes, and 
stories. 
 
Begins to explore 
movement to music. 
 

Adopts roles in role play 
with growing confidence. 
 
Uses familiar stories as a 
basis for play. 
 
Expresses ideas through 
simple pretend 
scenarios. 
 
Begins to use expression 
in singing and 

Creates new storylines 
and characters in play. 
 
Uses props and 
resources in imaginative 
ways (stick becomes a 
wand). 
 
Invents own songs, 
dances, or movements. 
 

Acts out narratives with 
peers. 
 
Uses voice, facial 
expression, and 
movement to portray 
characters. 
 
Creates simple 
performances (songs, 
dances, role play). 
 

Works with others to 
create shared 
imaginative stories, 
dances, or songs. 
 
Uses imagination across 
curriculum areas 
(building, painting, 
storytelling). 
 

Confidently performs 
songs, stories, or dances 
to an audience. 
 
Creates imaginative 
scenarios independently 
and sustains play. 
 
Represents own ideas 
through role play, 
movement, and music. 
 

 



Uses voices, sounds, or 
props to represent ideas. 

performance. Combines role play and 
small-world in complex 
play. 

Begins to evaluate (“I 
was the dragon and I 
was scary!”). 

Expresses emotions and 
ideas clearly in 
imaginative play. 
 
Uses media/props to 
support role play and 
storytelling. 

Combines imagination 
and real-life experiences 
in play. 

Provision: home corner 
with real-life props (pots, 
pans, phones); 
small-world play (farm, 
dolls house); dressing-up 
clothes; nursery rhyme 
baskets. 
 
Adult support: join in 
role play to extend ideas; 
model imaginative story 
language (“Once upon a 
time…”); sing and act out 
rhymes; encourage free 
movement to music. 

Provision: story sacks 
and puppets; themed 
role play (shop, café, 
hospital); instruments for 
sound effects; “small 
world storytelling” (add 
figures/props). 
 
Adult support: retell 
familiar stories together; 
encourage dialogue in 
role play (“What would 
the doctor say?”); model 
expressive voices; praise 
creativity in storytelling. 

Provision: open-ended 
props (fabric, boxes, 
tubes); small-world sets 
with loose parts; music 
area for song invention; 
puppets for creating new 
characters. 
 
Adult support: ask open 
questions (“What 
happens next?”); 
encourage mixing 
materials to enhance 
play; model inventing 
silly songs or 
movements; support 
collaborative story play. 

Provision: stage/puppet 
theatre corner; music 
and movement corner; 
role play with audience 
seating; props for 
performances. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
small group 
performances; model 
expressive storytelling 
with actions and voices; 
praise children’s 
confidence; help them 
reflect on their 
performance. 

Provision: large 
collaborative projects 
(building a castle, 
spaceship); 
dance/movement space 
with group routines; 
co-constructed story 
displays; themed role 
play areas with 
open-ended props. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
cooperation (“Who will 
be the king? Who will be 
the dragon?”); support 
children to extend their 
play ideas; celebrate 
imaginative risk-taking; 
help children use story 
language and structure. 

Provision: end-of-year 
show rehearsals; 
free-choice role play with 
varied props; outdoor 
storytelling circle; 
music/dance 
performance 
opportunities. 
 
Adult support: encourage 
children to plan and 
perform their own 
shows; support 
independence in setting 
up role play; model pride 
in performance; scaffold 
links between real life 
and imaginative play. 

Trips 
Visits/Enrichment 

Diwali  
 
Black History Month 

Bonfire Night  
 
Xmas  

Chinese New Year  
 

Pancake Day  
 
World Book Day  
 
Science Week  
 
Ramadan/Eid 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight  
 
Easter  
 
Holi  
 
Mother’s Day  

Walk to School Week 
 
  

Sports Day 
 
Father’s Day  
 
Eid 
 
Bunny Park Trip 

 
 


