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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome Back 
 
We are delighted that all our staff report how wonderful it is to have the children back in school, eager to 
learn and to get together with their friends and teachers.  
During lockdown, we had a tremendous engagement from pupils with their remote learning and lots of 
positive feedback about the on- line learning that our teachers planned and assessed. We recognise how 
hard this period has been for many of our families and we want to thank you for the extraordinary support 
you gave to your children and the school whilst we were under national restrictions. 
 
We had around 30 pupils on site during lockdown. They were grouped in age related bubbles and had 
access to the same teaching and learning as their peers at home.  All our nursery children were given the 
option to return to school by February half term and many took up this option. We thank all our staff for 
their hard work during this challenging time. 
 
The return to school on March 8th went well and we focussed initially on activities to support mental health 
and well- being, learning behaviours and utilising our outdoor space as much as possible. Our pupils settled 
really well and we are now seeing them flourish in their peer groups and enjoying their learning.  
 
 
Priorities 
 
The summer term will give us an opportunity to start closing any gaps our pupils may have in their learning 
and to provide a broad and balanced curriculum to develop their life skills. We recognise it will take more 
than a term to address some of the gaps caused by the disruption during the past year and are confident 
that with your continued support the plans that Mrs Magan and the leadership team have in place will 
enable our pupils to achieve their potential. 
 
Many of you may have taken up the offer of lateral flow testing, twice a week, to support the return to 
school and we would encourage you to continue to do so during the holidays as well, so that we can 
identify any children who will be self -isolating when we get back to school on 19th April. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Farewell 
 
As you know Ms Rana will be leaving us at the end of this term to pursue other interests outside of 
education.  Ms Rana has been with us for almost 6 years and has led the staff team to achieve significant 
improvement in outcomes for our pupils and achieve a Good rating from Ofsted. We thank her for 
everything she has done to develop our school to meet the needs of our local community.  I am sure you 
will want to join the Governors and staff in wishing her all the very best for the future. 
We wish you all a Happy Easter and hope that the break will give everyone a chance to rest and prepare for 
the coming term. Thank you again for all your support for Woodlands Academy. 
 
 

SAWright 
Shirley Kenworthy-Wright 
Chair of Governors on behalf of the Governing Board. 
 


